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PRIESTHOOD, AND THE RIGHT OF SUCCESSION. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 485. ] 

SripNEY Riapon’s claims to the Presidency were disposed of then, by the 
Church rejecting him ; and here let me call your attention to a statement 
of the things necessary to constitute a man a President of the Church. It 
is not sufficient for him to be nominated for that office; no, not even 
though the voice of God should indicate who the man is to be. Although 
that were done, something else is necessary in order to make that man the 
President of the Church. It is stated here (Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 
107, verse 21) “that three Presiding High Priests, chosen by the body, ap- 
pointed and ordained to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith 
and prayer of the Church, form a quorum of the Presidency of the 
Church.” Now, suppose a man comes before the Church and insists that 
he has the right to preside over it, and also claims to be appointed of God 
to that position, even then something more is wanting. The people have 
a right in this matter to say whether they will receive him or not, and in 
order to make this Presidency valid, he must be supported by the voice of 
the people, for in ecclesiastical government, no less than in civil, the prin- 
ciple is true that governments derive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed. The consent of the people, then, is a necessary element 
to make a man President of the Church. This, too, has the sanction of the 
law of the Lord ; for it is written as a fundamental principle in the law 
of God that all things in the Church are to be done by the common con- 
sent of the Church. (Doctrine and Covenants, section 26, paragraph 2.) 

President Brigham Young says: Joseph presided over the Church by 
the voice of the people.. Does a man’s being a Prophet in 
this Church prove that he shall be the President of it? I answer, No. A 


a= man may be a Prophet, Seer and Revelator, and it may have nothing to 
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do with his being President of the Church. Suffice it to say that Joseph 
was the President of the Church as long as he lived. The people chose to 
have it so. He always filled that responsible station by the voice of 
the people. * The keys of the Priesthood were committed 
to Joseph to build up the kingdom of God on the earth, and were not 
to be taken from him in time or in eternity ; but when he was called to 
preside over the Church it was by the voice of the people, though he held 
the keys of the Priesthood independent of their voice.”—Journal of Dis- 
courses, vol. 1, page 133. 

But he did not hold the power to preside over them contrary to their 
voice. President John Taylor also left something u pon record in regard 
to this subject: “It is by the voice of God and the voice of the people 
that our present President (Brigham Young) obtained his author- 
ity. * „ He obtained his authority first from God, and 
secondly from the people; and if a man possesses five grains of com- 
mon sense, when he has the privilege of voting for or against a man, he 
will not vote for a man that oppresses the people; he will vote accord- 
ing to the dictates of his conscience; for this is the right and duty of 
this people in the choice of their President and other leading officers of 
the kingdom of God.”—Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, page 229. 

Now this is the oppressive Priesthood of which we hear so much. You 
will pardon me if, for a few moments, I call the attention of our young 
brethren to this charge of oppression. There is a multitude of voices 
throughout our country to-day declaring that the “Mormon” Priesthood 
is oppressive. It is said to be a tyrannical power, exercising un- 
righteous dominion over the minds of the children of men. This is not 
true. The Priesthood has none of the elements of oppression in it. Tyr- 
anny and oppression are altogether foreign to its genius. 

In the days of Messiah, the mother of Zebedee’s children came leading 
her two sons to Him, ing: “Grant that these, my sons, may sit the one 
on Thy right hand, and the other upon Thy left, when Thou comest into 
Thy kingdom.“ He wanted to know if these men could endure the baptism 
that He would have to endure, and the trials that he would have to pass 
through. They said they were able, and He replied: “Ye shall be bap- 
tized with the baptism I am baptized with; but to sit on my right hand 
and on my left is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom 
it is prepared of my Father.” 

This aroused the jealousy of the Apostles,and they commented harshly 
upon the conduct of this woman and her sons. Jesus, observing it, called 
them to Him and said: “Ye know the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 
them, but it shall not be so among you, but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister ; and whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant; even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

In strict harmony with this is also the exhortation of the chief Apostle, 
Peter, unto the Priesthood. Said he: “Feed the flock of Christ which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, 
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not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being examples to the flock.” Such is the spirit of the Priest- 
hood. 

Perhaps some of our Christian friends would take offense if I were to 
quote a little modern scripture and say that it stood parallel to that I 
have read to you from the Bible. But even at the risk of giving offense, 
we will place a passage side by side with those just read, and challenge 
comparison. They are words, however, that are inspired by the same 
Spirit as those I have read from the New Testament. I read from the 
Doctrine and Covenants: “Behold there are many called, but few are 
chosen ; and why are they not chosen? Because their hearts are set so 
much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of men, that 
they do not learn this one lesson—that the rights of the Priesthood are in- 
separably connected with the powers of heaven, and that the powers of 
heaven can not be controlled nor handled only upon the principle of 
righteousness. That they may be conferred upon us it is true ; but when 
we undertake to cover our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain ambition, 
or to exercise control, or dominion, or compulsion upon the souls of the 
children of men, in any degree of unrighteousness, behold, the heavens 
withdraw themselves ; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved ; and when it is 
withdrawn, amen to the Priesthood or the authority of that man.” | 

Here I pause, and ask you to measure Sidney Rigdon by this principle. 
He was great in the Church of Christ. The Saints loved to listen to him. 
He had the ability to move the powers of heaven in teaching the truth. 
But what became of him when he sought to gratify his own vain ambition 
and to exercise control and dominion over the minds of men in unrighteous- 
ness? Did you ever hear of his having success after he made that vain 
attempt? No, you have not. Why? Because aforetime the “amen” had 
been pronounced upon his power and authority, as it is pronounced upon 
the authority and power of any man who undertakes to exercise un- 
righteous dominion over the minds of his fellow men to gratify his own 
ambition. I continue to quote the revelation: ‘“ We learn by sad ex- 
perience that is the nature and disposition of almost all men, as soon as 
they get a little authority—as they suppose—they will immediately begin 
to exercise unrighteous dominion. Hence, many are called, but few are 
chosen. No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by the 
virtue of the Priesthood, only by persuasion, by long suffering, by gentle- 
ness, and meekness, and by love unfeigned—by kindness and pure knowl- 
edge, which shall greatly enlarge the soul without hypocrisy, and without 
guile. Reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost, and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward 
him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy; 
that he may know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the cords of 
death.” 

_ Young men, when the enemies of righteousness undertake to tell you 
that the Priesthood of God is oppressive, read that passage to them, and 
in it let them read the evidence of their own falsehood. Be not deceived 
by these men who cry oppressiou ; for while they promise you liberty, 
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they themselves are in the bondage of sin and the bonds of We Be 
not deceived in them. 

The Priesthood has no armies standing behind it ; it hee no taal 
scourge in its right hand to inflict punishment upon those who rebel 
against it. And yet there is a force in it ; but that power comes from the 
same Source that the power did that was in Paul, and that made Felix 
tremble as the Apostle reasoned upon righteousness pu judgment to come. 

In connection with President Young’s remarks on the occasion of Sidney 
Rigdon claiming the right to the Presidency, there is a prophecy he uttered 
which I cannot pass without notice: When I came to this stand I had 
peculiar feelings and impressions. The faces of this people seem to say we 
want a shepherd to guide and lead us through this world. All who want 
to draw away a party from the Church after them, let them do it if they 
can, but they will not prosper. If any man thinks he has the influence 
among this people to lead away a party, let him try it, and he will find 
out that there is power with the Apostles which will carry them off victo- 
rious through all the world, and build up and defend the Church and 
kingdom of God.” 

At that time there were a number of men, you understand, who un- 
dertook to be the leaders of the people. I have already spoken of Sidney 
Rigdon and his failure. President Young predicted it before it came to 
pass. What of James Strang, who led a few people to Beaver Island, in 
Lake Michigan? His attempt at leadership ended in shame; it ended in 
disgrace—in his own violent death and in the disbandment of his fol- 
lowers. I had the privilege of baptizing some of them, upon my first 
mission, in Iowa. What of James Emmett, who led a small company of 
people from Nauvoo to the West? He soon discovered he was without 
power, returned to Nauvoo in humility, confessed his error, and begged 
that some one be appointed by the Apostles to go and bring back his fol- 
lowers. What of Lyman Wight and his followers, who went to Texas? 
He, too, failed, and his career ended in oblivion. You hear nothing of the 
success of those who left the body of the Church, as presided over by the 
Twelve Apostles. In marked contrast to these failures, behold the success 
of those who followed the Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the 
absence of the First Presidency are that quorum upon whom devolves the 
authority to preside over the Church; and who, moreover, possess the 
right, by virtue of the power given to intention equal in authority to 
the First Presidency—to regulate the affairs of the Church in all the 
world, and in the exercise of that right to regulate all the affairs of the 
Church. Is it not evident that they have the power to take the steps 
necessary to organize the First Presidency of the Church, as they have 
done, not only once, but repeatedly ? 

In the year 1860—sixteen years after the death of the Prophet—there 
was a claim made in behalf of the eldest son of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
He claimed the right to succeed to the Presidency held by his father. He 
based his claims upon the right of lineage, claiming that he had the right 
by reason of his being the eldest son of the Prophet Joseph to succeed to 
the Presidency of the Church. A number of people are said to have been 
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aware that his father called, ordained and anointed him to this position 
previous to his martyrdom. In evidence of this Lyman Wight is quoted. 
William Clayton is represented as having told Charles Derry, a traveling 
companion of his in England, that he knew it was little Joseph’s right to 
lead the Church. Is it not strange that William Clayton, after such a 
statement as he is reported to have made, gave up to the time of his death 
a faithful allegiance to the Church of Jesus Christ as led by the Twelve 
Apostles? If he knew that Joseph was the successor to his father, is it 
not marvelous that he, being a man of character, did not come out and 
boldly advocate his claims! 
[ro BE CONTINUED. |] 


HOLY LAND COLONIZATION. 


A MEMBER of the Odessa Chovevi Zion Society, who has recently returned 
from the Holy Land, whither he went, together with Mr. Binstock, the 
newly-appointed member of the executive committee at Joppa, gives the 
following notes on the colonization of Palestine: In all, there are in Syria 
and Palestine about twenty colonies founded by Russian Jews, and of 
these from eight to ten colonies are large settlements. Amongst those 
best arranged are of course to be placed the colonies which are generously 
supported by Baron Edmond de Rothschild. Such are the colonies “Rishon 
Lezion,” “Sichron Jacob,” “ Petach Tikvah” and others. The settlers m 
these colonies do not personally engage in agriculture, as in this they can- 
not compete with the Arabs, who value their labor fabulously cheap. 

In face of this, the colonists have concentrated their attention on horti- 

culture, and especially on vine culture and on the plantation of olive 
trees. In the two first-named colonies there are already large stores of 
various sorts of wines, which are kept in the model cellars built by Baron 
Rothschild. These wines, according to the testimony of specialists, are in 
quality not inferior to the best French wines of Chateaux Lafitte, Bor- 
deaux, Margaux, etc. But if these colonies agreeably impress one with 
their excellent arrangements, a more pleasing impression is created by the 
other and less rich colonies which have been founded by the colonists’ own 
means, and which prosper, thanks exclusively to their own energy and ex- 
ertions. Such, for instance, is the colony Rechovath,” and others, which 
have sprung up on waste lands, and which, by the exertions of the Naben 
Jews, have been transformed into fottiating gardens. 
_ Simultaneously with this, during the last ten years, that is, since 
Russian Jews have emigrated to Palestine, industry has developed in that 
country, where there are now in work a match factory, a flour mill, oil 
mills, workshops for iron beds, mattresses, furniture, etc. The railway 
which is at present being constructed between Joppa and Jerusalem will 
even more rejuvenate the country. There will soon be erected three fac- 
tories, in the environs of the colonies. The builders are the Jews then 
selves, generously assisted by Baron Rothschild. 

The best relations prevail between the native population and the Jews. 
During the whole of the time the colonies have been in existence, not a 
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serious skirmish has occurred between these elements. If there is any- 
one in Turkey who is not pleased with the Jews, it is the Armenian in 
whose hands the Turkish commerce is centred, and who is afraid lest the 
Russian Jew may soon become his dangerous competitor. On the other 
hand, all the officialism of the Sublime Porte is favorable to Palestine 
being colonized by Jews. 

The climate of the colonies is good. Last year, when the epidemics 
were raging in the East, mortality in the colonies was at its lowest. 

The rumors which have found their way into the press that Baron 
Rothschild is about to acquire a considerable tract of land with a view to 
colonizing it with Russian Jews are confirmed. The baron is really at 
present communicating with the Turkish government regarding the 
acquisition of land for the foundation of new colonies. The negotiations 
are at present drawing to a close, and the Porte will grant a free passage 
to the Russian Jews recruited by Baron Rothschild for these colonies, and 
also guarantee their free development. Baron Rothschild has also ob- 
tained permission for the improvement of ways of communication in 
Palestine, and besides making roads, intends also to construct a model 
port, in order thus to connect the colonies with the Mediterranean. | 
Apart from these colonies, there will shortly be founded in Turkey 
colonies at the initiative of the Porte itself. The latter is now occupied 
with the question how to settle the Turkish subjects expelled from 
Russia; and the commission appointed to solve this question has re- 
solved, amongst other things, to allot them land in one of the Turkish © 
provinces. Generally speaking, there may be predicted a great future 
for the Russo-Jewish agricultural cause. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


| Over three hundred houses were destroyed by a fire in Bay City, Michigan, U.8.A., on 

July 26. Several lives were lost. 

The tower of the Munaies mosque, at Alexandria, Egypt, fell on July 21, and » large 
number of persons at worship in the building were killed. 

Canadians are becoming alarmed over the great influx of Chinese into the Dominion, 
the Mongolian population having doubled within the past four months. 

ile acting in Russie, Germany, Austzia 
and France. The number of deaths from the disease in Paris up to July 28 was 400. 

The first shipment of California fresh fruit made to Kurope left New York on the 
Majestic on July 27, for Liverpool. It consisted of pears, peaches, plums and apricots. 

The eruption of Mount Etna continues, and the stream of lava has advanced down the 
western slope of the mountain, so that it was necessary for a number of the inhabitants 
to move to a place of safety. | 

The town of Iron River, Wisconsin, U.S.A., was almost totally destroyed by fire on 
July 25. The railway company afforded sleeping accommodation in its cars for 500 
people who were rendered homeless. 

The new Cunard liners for the trans-Atlantic traffic ash wid. 
with a tonnage of 13,000 and a horse-power equal to 26,000. The White Star line is, 
however, to have a still larger and more powerful vessel. It is to be 700 feet in length 
and 70 feet wide, with —— ee 
the ocean passage to four days, 
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The Welsh National Eisteddfod is to be held on September 6, 7, 8, and 9, at Rhyl. 
There will be nearly 5,000 competitions, chief of which is one between choirs for £200. 
The famous Dowlais choir, which is to compete at the World’s Fair at Chicago next year, 
is one of the contestants for this prize. | 


J. D. Walton, an Englishman, and H. Walton, an American, had a dispute over which 
nation produced the bravest men, and to settle it they agreed that whichever placed his 
country’s flag on the highest point of the active volcano Colima, Mexico, on July 25, 
should have the best of it. Both men attempted the feat, and as they were on the edge 
of the crater a stronger outburst than usual cought them and bore both to destruction. 
Their guides were witnesses of the disaster. 

The output of W. P. Hartley’s fruit preserving works at Aintree, Liverpool, on July 23 
was 130 tons, divided as follows: Black currants 62 tons, raspberries 53 tons, raspberries 
and red currants 10 tons, strawberries 5 tons. This enormous output was filled into 
145,600 2-Ib. jars the same day. The number of packages of English fruit received at the 
works that day was 4,677, and the fruit, sugar, jars and preserves filled 121 railway freight 
wagons, which taxed Mr. Hartley’s private locomotive the whole day to move to and 
from the railway sidings. — 


A soldier named Jams, of the 10th Pounsylvania militia, when he heard of the attempt 
to assassinate Mr. Frick, manager of Carnegie’s mills at Homestead, Pennsylvania, on 
July 23, shouted ‘* Three cheers for the assassin !” The colonel of the regiment punished 
him by hanging him by the thumbs for thirty minutes. Half of his head was then 
shaved, his military clothes were changed for a plain suit, and he was drummed out of 
the camp in disgrace. His dishonorable discharge from the State militia deprives him of 
the elective franchise. General Scofield, commander-in-chief of the United States army, 
says the punishment was brutal and unauthorized by law, and he will have the case in- 
vestigated. 

A World's Sunday School Convention” is to be held at St. Louis, U. S. A., in Sep- 
tember, 1893, and it is anticipated that delegates from all parts of the world where there 
are Sunday Schools will be in attendance. The council of the Sunday School Union of 
England is arranging for an excursion of Sunday School workers from Great Britain, to 
leave Liverpool on August 19, 1893, traveling by way of New York and Niagara Falls to 
Chicago, to attend the World’s Fair, and then to St. Louis, returning by way of Pittsburg, 
Washington, Philadelphia and New York, to Liverpool. It is expected that the company 
will be sufficiently large to completely occupy the Guion steamship Alaska, which has 

been selected as the vessel to carry the excursionists. 

At a meeting of the stockholders of the Channel Bridge and Railway company, which 
proposes to build a bridge over the English Channel, held in London on July 26, the re- 
port of the council of administration was read, showing the result of the work of the in- 
vestigating engineers for the past two years. By the route adopted, seventy-two piers 

would be necessary, and the spans would be 400 and 500 metres, alternately, from one end 
of the bridge to the other. The scheme was perfectly feasible, and the work could be com- 
pleted within seven years, four years of this being occupied by operations in the sea. 
Owing to the length of the spans, navigation would in no way be impeded. The total 
cost of construction and interest till traffic could be opened was estimated at £32,000,000. 

The United States cruiser Columbia, familiarly known as the Pirate,“ was launched 
on July 26 from Messrs. Cramp’s shipyard, Philadelphia. She is regarded as the swiftest 
and most formidable vessel afloat. The Columbia, which is essentially a commerce des. 
troyer,” and not a fighting vessel in the usual sense, was designed with two objects in 
. vView— namely, her speed and her coal-carrying capacity. The contract for her construc- 
tion required a speed of twenty-two knots per hour on her trial trip. The bunkers of the 
vessel are of greater capacity than those of any ship in the world. They will hold 2,000 
tons of coal, and at the rate of ten knots an hour the Columbia will be able to steam 24,240 
knots without recoaling. The launch was attended by a number of naval experts, 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 1892. 


COMBINATIONS THAT BRING TROUBLE. 


Ir “coming events cast their shadows before,” then a violent struggle 
between capital and labor will ere long be a part of the experience of 
modern civilized nations. The present hope for an amicable adjustment 
of existing differences rests upon a very insecure foundation. The trend 
of events connected with this issue clearly indicates that the temper of 
those engaged in the conflict inclines strongly to a resort to force rather 
than to the peaceful and in some respects tedious methods of arbitration- 
It is true that the gentler plan of settlement has the support of thought- 
ful, considerate men of all classes, but the counsel of these is not likely to 
be heeded by the majority until a great measure of wrathful energy has 
been expended in physical combat, and the fight precipitated by passion 
is nearly lost or won. 

It is comparatively a short time since capitalists practically had the 
laborer at their mercy, but the quality of the divine attribute was so finely 
strained by those possessed of an overweening desire for wealth and 
power, that it became necessary for the wage-worker to adopt measures 
for his own emancipation. These were found in organization, which devel- 
oped Jabor-unionism ; and as the possibilities of its achievements became 
apparent, capitalists were not backward in effecting counter-combinations, 
so that now we see the two parties sais against each other in formid- 
ably compact array. 

The reason this antagonistic condition is maiatained when it is evident 
that it must prove disastrous to all concerned is explained only in the per- 
versity of human nature. Each party knows that there is a basis of 
justice on which an amicable arrangement could be made, that would be 
approved and acquiesced in by the majority, and thus chronic grumblers 
and agitators be relegated to the background ; but the bold arrogance of 
those who control one class of organizations and the vengeful determina- 
tion of those in the other show that each side is bent on obtaining the 
mastery. And in this state of mind both are drifting rapidly from the 
possibility of a peaceful solution of the vexed question toward the adjedi- 
cation of wrath. 

The labor troubles which have agitated Europe of late years, and the 
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more recent riotous proceedings in America, make it plain that neither 
party regards with any degree of sacredness the rights of the other in the 
attainment of its own end. For example, in the still unsettled dispute at 
Homestead, Pennsylvania, a body of armed men was unlawfully brought 
in to overawe the locked-out workingmen, and a bloody conflict precipi- 
tated ; while in the strikes at the Idaho mines and other places the 
strikers were guilty of equally unjustifiable deeds, in usurping control of 
property to which they had not the shadow of a title, and in murdering 
non-union men who would not bow to their illegal dictum. 

Labor unions and combinations of capital may be made, as they have 
been, to accomplish much good in improving the condition of mankind. 
Their legitimate sphere is in operations of a benevolent nature, and in ex- 
ercising moral force against oppression from without or within ; outside 
of this they become a menace to society. In disagreements between em- 
ployer and employé, if the danger line would not be crossed, the power of 
combination is exhausted when a strike or lockout is enforced. Beyond 
that point everything should be left to other means. Workingmen may 
be persuaded by employers to work, or by strikers to refrain from work- 
ing; but each attempt at intimidation or coercion by either party, each 
effort of one to forcibly control the property or actions of the other, is an 
invasion of the rights of the individual and the government, and is right- 
fully repelled by the strong arm of the civil power. 

The co-operation of individuals, their labor or property, is commendable 
only so long as the efforts put forth tend to the production of good re- 
sults. When' associations so formed are made use of as a means to inflict 
wrong on others, by being developed into “secret combinations to get 
power and gain,” as the rule seems to be with organizations of labor and 
capital, as well as other societies, sometimes even to the extent of destroy- 
ing human life in the endeavor to gain their object, their very existence is 
ominous of evil ; and the nation which encourages them or permits them 
to proceed in that course nourishes in its bosom a viper that will effect 
its destruction. Centuries ago the voice of prophecy foretold the growth, 
among the people of this age—“the latter days —of these combinations, 
and of the development in them of a tendency for evil; and to the Gentile 
nations the Lord sends the warning to “suffer not that these murderous 
combinations shall get above you, which are built up to get power and 
gain, and the work, yea, even the work of destruction come upon you; 
yea, even the sword of the justice of the eternal God shall fall upon you, to 
your overthrow and destruction, if ye shall suffer these things to be; 
wherefore the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see these things come 
among you, that ye shall awake to a sense of your awful situation, because 
of this secret combination which shall be among you, or woe be unto it, 

because of the blood of them who have been slain ; for they cry from the 
dust for vengeance upon it, and also upon those who build it up.” 

It would be fortunate if this warning were heeded by the nations, whose | 
governments will find protection from this impending evil only in setting 
their faces firmly against an exercise of unlawful power, in the least 
degree, by these combinations. Their toleration in such attémpts is a 
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fatal mistake. Where the work of associations or unions is carried on, its 
effects must be felt. While they respect the natural rights of men, all is 
well, and they are deserving of encouragement; but the fact that the good 
they were doing drew to them a large following makes the variation in 
policy all the more dangerous, for people are often unwittingly led into 
the wrong of the present by their confidence in the good of the past. In- 
dividuals as well as nations should profit by the caution given of the Lord. 
Those who, through force of circumstances, are associated with organiza- 
tions which show a leaning towards infringement of the rights of others 
should carefully abstain from participating in or giving their support, 
directly or indirectly, to any movement with that object in view. Es- 


pecially should those who have received the Gospel be guarded in their 


course in these matters, and keep aloof from everything of an unlawful, 
oppressive or selfish nature. Their aim should be to maintain the rights 
of all men, whether friend or foe, and to avoid complicity in any schemes 
which seek unauthorized dominion over person or property. The safe 
way is to let them severely alone. J. H. A. 


On June 5 and 6 a general conference of the Saints in Arizona was held 
in the forest at Pine Top, on the crest of the Mogollon Mountains, that 
being selected as the most convenient gathering place for the people. 
The conference was largely attended, and a most enjoyable time was ex- 
perienced. Presidents George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, and Elder 
George Reynolds, of the First Presidency of the Seventies, met with the 
Saints. On their way to Pine Top the brethren were detained a short 
time by a railway accident in which the locomotive rolled down an em- 
bankment and two cars went through a bridge, but no one was seriously 
hurt. Writing from San Francisco, on July 10, on the return trip, Presi- 
dent Cannon says: “ We reached here yesterday. Our journey has been 
marked by the escapes we have had. As you have heard, a part of our 
train fell through a broken bridge, and one bridge which we crossed was 
swept away five minutes after we got over. Returning from Pine Top to 
Snowflake, we passed through a very violent storm. The rain poured 
down in torrents, accompanied by heavy hail and very sharp thunder and 
lightning. It seemed for a while as though it would be impossible for us 
to reach Snowflake, because of the rapidity with which all the dry gulches 
were swollen with the angry waters; but we succeeded in getting through 
safely, though somewhat damaged from the storm. Yesterday our train 
broke in two, all the cars behind ours separating from the train. Then 
we had a narrow escape from probable destruction through the explosion 
of a nitro-glycerine works at Berkeley, which occurred not many minutes 
before we came to it. Had our train been passing at the time of the explo- 
sion, it doubtless would have been blown off the track, and perhaps de- 
stroyed, as the nitro-glycerine works were quite close to the track. When 
we passed houses were in flames all around.” 


DURING recent years a considerable number of Hawaiians have emigrated 
to Utah, where for a time, owing to the change in climate and the different 
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customs of white people, they were not as prosperous as was desirable. 
Steps were taken to improve this condition of affairs, and in 1889 the 
Hawaiians were established in a colony, on a tract of land about forty 
miles southwest of Salt Lake City, where their labors met with most grati- 
fying success, prosperity attending them from the outset. In speaking of 
their condition this season, Elder H. H. Cluff, of Provo, who is now in 
charge of the colony, said, on July 13: Our crops are abundant, there 
being four hundred acres under cultivation in hay and grain. We have 
now gathered our first crop of lucern, amounting to over three hundred 
tons, and shall commence cutting grain the early part of next week. Our 
crop of wheat, oats and barley will reach about six thousand bushels. In 
addition to hay and grain, we have in corn, vine and roots twenty-five 
acres. We enclosed with cedar posts and wire fencing, last spring, 1600 
acres, cleared off the sagebrush, and planted the new land with grain, 
vegetables and vines. The growing crops thereon are in excellent condi- 
tion. The water supply has been abundant this season. There are some 
few cases of sickness in the colony, but nothing of a serious character. 
The colony is in a prosperous condition.” 


RELEASES.—Elder John D. Williams is honorably released from his 
labors as traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference, to return home. 

Elder J. J. G. Webster is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home. | 
- Owing to his health, Elder John Middleton is released from his labors 
as traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, to return home. 


DISCOURSE BY APOSTLE F. D. RICHARDS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 494.] 

Nor have we got all the revelation we are to have. The Lord has left 
precious promises on the pages of holy writ that He will give us more of 
it. Although the human family are wrought up to their present condition 
of opposition against revelation, I want to remind them, if there is any- 
body within the sound of my voice that thinks we have all the revelation 
we are to have, they are greatly mistaken. If you will read the 37th 
chapter of Ezekiel, you will find there the Lord spoke through the Prophet 
and told him to take some sticks. That is curious, we would think nowa- 
days. It would seem a great deal more curious if the Lord had said to the 
Prophet, take a book, for they did not know anything about books. They 
had the law rolled up on sticks, and He told him to take two sticks, and 
write upon one, “For Judah, and for the children of Israel his com- 
panions ;” and on the other, “For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for 
all the house of Israel his companions.” And when the children of thy 
people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not show us what thou 
meanest by these? Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I 
will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick 
of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.” 
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We have the Bible and the Book of Mormon, and we have the promise 
that we shall have another record that will come from the house of Israel. 
The Lord told us that when we began to spread this Gospel to the Laman- 
ites and the house of Israel we might know that the work of the Lord 
had commenced among all the branches of the house of Israel. Well, it 
has; but we don’t know much about it. But there are the Ten Tribes in 
the north, and messengers to them too. The Lord told the brethren once 
concerning the Revelator John, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee?” The last that we hear of John’s persecutors is that they 
put him into a caldron of boiling oil, but he came out unhurt—as miracu- 
lous as when the Hebrew children went into the fiery furnace. And that 
John is ministering to the house of Israel in distant portions of the earth, 
or wherever they are; and a record is going to come from them to us—the 
same as the Book of Mormon and the Bible have come to us, and they 
three shall become one. That means they shal] contain the same doc- 
trines, the same principles, the same Gospel of salvation, and these three 
shall come together and be one in the hands of God’s Elders in these last 
days; and we or our children will live to see this come to pass. So that 
the human family and the Latter-day Saints need not contract their minds 
nor limit their faith to think we have got all the word of God we are to 
have. It would be a good thing for us if we would read and study more 
what we have got. We would then be prepared for the rest when it shall 
come. | | 
The promise of this union of these records is found in the Book of 
Mormon, 2 Nephi, 29th chapter: 

For I command all men, both in the east and in the west, and in the 
north, and in the south, and in the islands of the sea, that they shall write 
the words which I speak unto them: for out of the books which shall be 
written, I will judge the world, every man according to their works, ac- 
cording that which is written. | 

And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have the words of the 
Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words of the Jews; and the 


Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribes of Israel ; 
and the lost tribes of Israel shall have the words of the Nephites and the 


Jews. 


I would like to explain a certain principle contained in the law. You 
know that it is given unto us in the Book of Covenants that in our testi- 
monies before the tribunals of the Church, by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word must be established. That was the method that 
was given by Moses in his law to the children of Israel. They had to have 
proof, and by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word must be 
established. Now, then, the Lord went and planted one vine away off in 
the nethermost part of the vineyard ; he planted another in another part 
of the vineyard, and that was better than the first; and he planted 
another in another part of the vineyard, that was the worst part of all 
the vineyard. When the work of the Father commences in all these 
branches of Israel, that will be such a work, and similar to this among us, 
and they will write an account of those things, as we are writing them and 
keeping a history of God’s work, and when they come forth and become 
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united as one people on the land of promise they will bring their records 
with them; and these three records will be three great testimonies to all 
the branches of the house of Israel, and the whole human family, con- 
cerning His work, and in the mouth of these three witnesses His great 
eternal purposes of the last days shall be established before the heavens 
and the earth, and all men that contend against these principles will be 
placed without excuse. 

The whole principle is life and revelation in each of us, life and revela- 
tion in the Church in these days, here among us and everywhere, in all 
the regions where His work is going on. We ought to understand this 
principle, and cultivate it, and keep the exercise and love of it growing 
within us. The more we get to know the more we see there is to learn, 
and the greater is our desire to learn. We come to know more of the 
things of God, both for time and for eternity. Thus by a faithful, 
righteous life and godly conversation we can preserve our tabernacles in 
such condition that the Spirit can dwell will us, and we can have the 
- ministration of the still small voice by day and the voice of dreams by 
night, and by other means that the Lord is willing to give to His people, 
that we may grow up into Christ our living head. For my part, in seeing 
this and looking at the work of the Lord in its progress, I feel that we 
have great reason to rejoice and be glad and praise His holy name for the 
work of His doing ; to enlarge our hearts and increase our understandings 
by the comprehension of His will and His designs, so that we may be 
pliant ministers and laborers in His hands, to do according to His pleasure. 
He has brought us out unto this land that was a desert, and made it a 
choice land—a land which he promised unto Joseph, and He told him that 
the land should be blessed with the dew of heaven, and with the precious 
things brought forth by the sun, and those brought forth by the moon, 
and the precious things of the everlasting hills. And we are right here 
among them. These hills are full of nearly every kind of mineral that 
can benefit and bless mankind, even to the sulphur. 

Well, this Zion that the Lord has had compassion upon us to establish, 
is His work. He has brought us through some little trials. We ought to 
be benefited, refined and profited by them, and be willing to employ our- 
selves, our strength, our means, and what talents the Lord may give unto 
us, to the advancement and progress of His holy work. This is the way I 
feel about it, my brethren and sisters, and this is what we want to culti- 
vate and encourage. These works that He has commenced in all the 
branches of Israel, what are they? Such works as He has begun with us 
here, in establishing the fulness of the everlasting Gospel among us. We 
are preparing Temples. Think of it! A Temple in Kirtland was dedi- 
cated. The Saints received endowments therein. A Temple was built in 
Nauvoo, and the fulness of the endowments was revealed just before then, 
and many of the Saints received their blessings therein. Then again how 
the Lord has blessed us to get four Temples here in Utah, the fourth 
almost ready for dedication, and quite ready for the top-stone to be laid, 
which you are all filled with interest and anxiety to see accomplished. 
Now then, if the work of the Father, begun among the Ten Tribes and 
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among the other branches of the house of Israel, is very similar to what is 
here, and they are receiving knowledge of God, being built up in faith, 
being established in righteousness, and these men that have never tasted 
death—the three Nephites and the Apostle John—are busy working to 
bring to pass righteousness and to carry out the purposes of God; it 
won't be long till we or our generations after us will see them and have 
fellowship with them; when wickedness is moved out of the way and 
violators of righteousness cleansed out of the land, and the Lord’s king- 
dom established, then it will be glorious. Then holy ones from on high 
will come and administer among us. We ought to anticipate these times 
with a pleasure increasing with delight, because now is our salvation 
nearer than we believed, and it is growing nearer continually ; and if we 
are diligent and faithful, so will the influence thereof and the power 
thereof increase, until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The dawning 
of that day has come, and Israel’s sons and daughters are gathering home. 

The Lord is refining His people, and has us in the crucible, to deal with 
us, and refine us, and prepare us, that He may get the dross away from 
us, and that we may become pure and holy, acceptable before Him; for 
He has said, by the mouth of His Prophets, that the day shall come when 
a man shall be more precious than fine gold. We would think if we had 
a lump of gold as large as the smallest man among us that it was very 
precious. If then, when the Lord has tried us and found that we will 
not sin against Him, but will walk with Him, sanctify ourselves, purge 
away our dross, and we become more precious than fine gold, how 
supremely precious a man wiil be in the eyes of God, and in the estima- 
tion of his brethren! We ought to try to add this interesting character 
to each other, and not to speak diminutively of each other, not try to 
diminish and belittle and depreciate the gifts of each other, that we may 
be lifted up. The Lord does not delight in such things; but they who are 
given to working righteousnes, despising the gain of the oppressors, and 
withholding their hands from the taking of bribes, they are the class of 
men that will live and dwell in the munitions of rocks, dwell in everlasting 
burnings, and be counted able to stand, as the three Hebrew children did, 
and as Father Abraham did, and as a great many other faithful ones have 
done that have gone before us at one time and another. We want to live 
and get to that standard that we can be able to entertain these things. 
Why, we want to live so that the time may come of the translation—that 
change from mortality to immortality. The glorious promise is that 
children shall grow up to the age of a tree, and then they shall not die to 
sleep in the earth, but shall be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
aneye. The increasing revelation and the power of godliness is going to 
bring God’s people to a state of union by and by that we will look back 
upon these days of trial and smile over them, and be thankful for them, 
and bless God that we have been permitted to go through them. 

This is our time, to see how we will use it ; to see whether, by the bless- 
ings of God, we will sanctify ourselves before Him, and be prepared for 
something more and better in the realms of life, and light, and glory, and 
go into the Temples and do those things which may enter into the works 
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of futurity and for those that have gone before us, turning the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the children to their fathers, so that we 
may rejoice with them when we go to them on the other side of the veil, 
and we with them come back and inherit the earth, the everlasting posses- 
sion of which is promised unto the faithful and the meek, whom Christ said 
“shall inherit the earth.” 

Brethren and sisters, I feel as though everything around us, everything 
above us, is inviting and beckoning us on to work righteousness, to depart 
from the wickedness of the human family and worship God in spirit and 
in truth, establish His altar in every house and habitation, and so study 
the laws of the Priesthood and the everlasting Gospel that we can become 
godly, become the sons and daughters of the living God, and be prepared 
for all the great eternal purposes that He has to reveal, and that He ha 
to carry out for the regeneration of His people and the earth for — to 
live upon. 

And that we may be possessed of this Spirit, and animated by it, that 
we may continue in it, and that we may love and do the will of God while 
we dwell here, and be prepared to come with the righteous when they 
shall return to live and reign on the earth, is my prayer, my desire, and 
my constant labor with you, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A new branch of the Central Pacific Railway was incorporated on July 8. It goes 
from Corinne, Utah, to Butte, Montana. 

Andrew Tonnesen, a young man employed asa plasterer on a building in Salt Lake 
City, slipped from the scaffolding on July 9, and was killed by the fall. 

The Utah Sugar Company has applied for a government license to manufacture 
5,000,000 lbs. of sugar this year. The company expects to handle about 700 cars of beets 
this season. 

The Ainsley Lumber Company, of Ogden, failed on July 11, the liabilities being 
$500,000. The assets are said to be $200,000 in excess of this amount. The failure affects 
few people in Ugden, most of the creditors being outside parties. 

William H. Brown, assessor and collector for Utah County, died at his home in Provo, 
on July 11, from heart failure. He was forty-four years of age, and was an active, enter- 
prising and highly respected citizen. | 

News was received in Salt Lake City on July 10 of the death, in Samoa, of Jeanette 
McMurrin Hilton, the nine months old child of Elder Thomas H. Hilton, who, with his 
wife, is now on a mission to the Samoan Islands. The child’s ailment was cholera 
infantum. 

John B. Meldrum, a resident of Provo, committed suicide on July 12, He stated that 
the cause for his act was in a letter which he had received a short time previous, but as he 
— burned the letter its contents could not be ascertained. He leaves a wife and five 

dren. 

On July 11, at Lucien, a small station above Ogden, on the Southern Pacific Railway, 
a tramp about twenty years of age broke into the section house and was in the act of 
carrying off some goods when Ah Sin, a Chinaman employed by the company, interfered. 
The vagrant drew a revolver and sent two bullets into the Chinaman’s head; he then 
made his escape. 
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